
NEWSLETTER 

 

NDP 

Despite our best efforts it is over 4 years since the council appointed a consultant to 

provide us with a Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

The NDP was almost completed when the withdrawal of the MOD site development 

in the Joint Core Strategy, required our NDP to be re-written. 

We are now making final alterations to include the Ashchurch Concept Plan which is 

causing further delays. 

The parish Council may need to obtain further input from residents to ensure we 

reflect the needs of the community within it. Overall we want to try and ensure that all 

new developments/planning applications include for a minimum of 5% bungalows 

once a minimum of 10 houses are exceeded 

 

 

Building Developments 

 

Various developments have gained planning permition, some over previous years:- 

 

Easter Park 

Opposite the BP garage on the A46, permits were given for Sainsbury's to build a 

supermarket some 4 or 5 years ago, the only progress is the land drains have been 

started. 

 

Retail Outlet and Garden Center 

South of the A46 and the BP garage permits were given for Hitchins to build an out of 

town retail outlet and a garden center, no progress with the building while final details 

of drainage and highways issues are agreed between developer, TBC and Highways 

England. 

 

Queens Head site 

This site now almost completed, consists of 14 houses and a number of apartments in 

the old pub, only about an extra 20 or 30 cars onto the A46, the less said the better. 

 

Barley fields site 

Linden Homes are now well on their way to having the first homes completed in 

phase 1. Only 150 houses not the original 250 applied for, as Roman antiquities found 

on part of the site.  

 

Rudgeway Lane site 

Part of Ashchurch Rural parish but sitting alongside and forming the final phase of 

Wheatpieces.  

Now actually to be called The Meadows, originally it was planned to call it The Water 

Meadows, the Parish council requested the name be The Rudgeway to keep the name 

of the Rudgeway Lane. This site is now 50% built, the Parish Council negotiated with 

TBC and the developers to provide funds for extending the Wheatpieces Community 

Centre 

 

The Parish Council is working closely with new developers to maximise the benefits 

for the community from developments. This includes outdoor recreation and 



hopefully an ARPC owned community centre in the future to compliment Ashchurch 

Village Hall. 

If residents know of ways or have suggestions in which we can make improvements 

to the community let us know 

 

Taxi Voucher Scheme 

Ashchurch Rural Parish Council (ARPC) continues to recognise residents’ mobility 

issues within the parish as a result of a major reduction of public transport and the 

potential for isolation that this situation could bring about. 

ARPC wishes to assist those eligible residents having mobility difficulties within the 

parish by continuing our transport voucher scheme. 

To apply to join the voucher scheme please get in touch with The Clerk, for details of 

how to do this see the contact us page on the web site www.ashchurchruralpc.org.uk 

or email:  clerk@ashchurchruralpc.org.uk 

New Clerk 

Following the departure of Robert Stone as Parish Clerk a temporary clerk was 

appointed who had already applied for the post of a very large town near Bristol 

which she was offered and accepted.  

This caused a small amount of disruption, 3 clerks in 12 months but we have 

appointed a new Clerk and FSO, Pauline Clark, who has settled in very well and 

caught up with all our new systems. 

 


